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§ 2:1. In general
The cornerstone of Environmental Law is the assertion that all of

our national natural resource treasures are held in trust for the ful l
benefit, use and enjoyment of all the people of the United States, not
only of this generation but of those generations yet unborn, subject only
to wise use by the current nominal titleholder. T h i s  assertion under-
lies every claim by citizens to  protection o f  the nation's resource
treasures.

The basic principle underlying the Trust Doctrine is that : "There
are things which belong to no one, and the use of which is common to
all."'

1. Geer v  Connecticut, 161 US 519, 526, 40 L  Ed  793, 16 S Ct  637 (1896) ; New Or-
leans v  United States, 10 Pet 662, 720, 9 L  Ed 573 (1836, US).  " D o m a t ,  l iv.  1, t i t .  8,
f 1, art. 1, says, there are two kinds of  things destined to the common use of  men, and
of which every one has the enjoyment. T h e  f irst are those which are so by nature; as
rivers. the sea and its shores. T h e  second. which derive their character from the desti-
nation given them by man; such as streets, highways, churches, market-houses, court-
houses and other public places; and i t  belongs to those in  whom the power o f  making
laws and regulations in such matters is vested, to select and mark out the places which
are to serve the public fo r  these different purposes." A s  to the use of  the public t rust
doctrine in  challenging the disposition o f  natural resources by state governments and
by other governmental bodies, see Note, The Public Trust in Tidal Areas: A  Sometime
Submerged Tradit ional Doctrine, '79 Yale LJ  762 (1970).
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