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11 January 1979

Mr, Victor Yannacone, Jr.
P.0O. Drawer 109
Patchogue, NY 11772

To Mr. Yannacone:

Thank you for your help with my article about your lawsuit
invelving Dow and other chemical companies. I am enclosing a
copy of the story I wrote and s next-day follow-up on Dow's
official reaction to the suit.

We hope to provide comprehensive coverage of the suit
as it makes its way through the legal system, so0 please add my
name to the mailing list on these matters which you mentioned
in our telephone conversation. If available, I'm sure I could
also use a copy of the suit itself.

Sincerely,

JEF

Jeff Ristine
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see page 3-.
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nedical nmmmmwa: has revealed’ uo
armful effects-on human: :health.
rom norrnal nmm of a herbicide that .
vas the w:Hmnn of a unique lawsuit,
he’ Dow o:ﬂd_am_ ncaﬁmaw mma
esterday.
Dow said its :m«?oaww _SE an .
‘enviable safety record,”” without
single documented case of injury-
rom their normal agricultural use. .
‘DOW WAS:one of three chemical -

ompanies‘sued-this week for-its-

nanufacture--of herbicides -in
‘Agent Orange,”” a defoliant
pread over~-Vietnam throughout
nost.of the 1960s. The class action
uit contends that 4.2 million

\merican servicemen- may “have’

ieen exposed to health hazards. in-

luding cancer. from the herbicide.- .

“The suit asks the federal court in
fAanhattan to order Dow. Hercules,
nc.. of -Wilmington. Del.." and
Jorthwest Industries,
‘hicago to begin setting aside a
eserve insurance fund to pay
uture claims from persons who
an -prove Emu.. were hurt by the
erbicide. " -
.Dow's two-page reaction to the
uit did not comment on attorney
"ictor Yannacone's request for the
pecial reserve fund or his request
or reimbursements to all ser-
ijeemen and civilians who have
ieen harmed by the herbicide.
“THE CENTRAL issue remains
he safety of phenoxy herbicides.’
fe: ..éo:ww stated. *‘They have
PN i :amqumma use worldwide
ince ::w end'of World War I and
here has not been one single
ivcumented case of human injury
esulting from normal and recom-
nended agricultural practices.
"Wy intend to continue to defend

Tirvmnme mmamrac

d - company-said..

" chemical “defoliants
may have resulted or some- n_mu. _

Inc.,” of

“The’ charge ”.:w_.. mxvomcum 3
in Vietnam

.may result in health ﬁonmEm for

,5&:»5 veterans is not  a new-

one.” the response said. ‘It was
fully “explored by a committee
selected by the National >ammm§w
of Sciences in 1974.

“The committee’ wmvoz mnmr&
- that. there was noievidence of
association between exposure to

herbicides - and birth defectsin
hitmans’ in South Vietnam and no-

confirmation of reports of other
human- :mmﬁr uqczmﬁm Uos.
sgld, S

THE. RESPONSE. continued:

*The Veterans Administration has

been studying the medical. claims
of Vietnam veterans for many
months. We understand they have
not awarded any claims on. the
basis of exposure to Agent Orange

and that their doctors have not

found any correlation between

-alleged exposure to Agent Orange

and medical problems observed in
veterans who. have vwmmmimg

claims.™

Yannacone rmm filed an. mm..:mn
suit on behalf of Paul Reutershan
of Stamford, Conn.. a Vietnam
veteran who believed his cancer of
the colon was caused by Agent
Orange. Reutershan 93 moE.
weeks ago. i

“pidemiological studies indicate
as many -as, 42,000 Vietnam
veterans. could contract cancer
from ‘exposure to the dioxin TCDD
in Agent Orange. Yannacane said.

MEDICAL EXPERTS say the
adverse effects of sorne chemicals
often are not manifested for 10 or
20 years. . A

‘and technical articles of the vmmn 30~
‘years, Dow's response said. :mroé.

.m._m..uﬁ m‘dﬁﬁaﬁuams_ﬁ»ﬁ

Umé mmwm it no Eum&. Bmucmmn.
nE..mm Agent.:Orange, but”it. aoam
produce the two major constituents
of the defoliant: 2.4-D and 2.45-T..

- Forty thousand scientific papers:-

the . . herbicides are not: -

signifieantly hazardous to-human:.

or animal life under normal m_a-
_.mnoaammﬂ_ma_ noun_zonm am =mw _m ,

- THE : NMm_uOme noi_acma
**Scientjfic. studies have been con-

-ducted to determine-- possible ac-
-cumulation of TCDD in.the environ-":

ment due- to agricultural uses.

“Analysis: of ' water. : bottom sedi- -
- ment and fish down to ten parts per -

Eocmmnn showed no- anU present.
**These: products. has ve-been :
registered for 30 years.' initially
with the U. S. Department of.
‘Agriculture and since 1971 with. :ﬁ
Environmental Protection. Agency: ~
their hazard has been evaluated by -
many U. S. government agencies.” =
the response stated. ‘' Recently. the

governments of ‘New Nmmm.mna._ﬁ..
-Australia and ‘Great Britain con-.

ducted exhaustive studies of 2.4.5-T -
and approved its continued use.-
“Currently registered uses of

" 2.4,5-T, including :E_Jy rights-of--

way as singled out in the suit, are :
effective and safe methods of imma
and brush control.” the chemical =
company’s response stated.
YANNACONE - SAID this week. -
that an unkmown number of -
American civilians may also have
been exposed to harmful effects of ":

_ the herbicide fromi its use by z::_ﬁt

companies for zmi.om.smw main-
tenance.

Department of Defense docu--
ments show 78 million pounds of
the herbicide were used by public.
utilities amgmm: 1961 m:a 1969,

D e b S e e

e}




