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Class-action !awyér speaks: ﬁ"’“ﬁ,%{

By BRA D coLLis

T - ~amrnter and il THE American lawyer putting’ -4
:the- WA Conservation. Coun-
cil’s -case against .Alco. and
Reynolds metals fast mgm
challenged the Premjier, Sir"
Charles Court to take the
witness stand.

Counsel Victor .Yannacone yesterday
replied to State Government proposals for
its own legal action in the Umted States to
oppese thedamah, 2la;
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stand. He has a lot of questions ;
answer,”’ Mr Yahnacone ﬁmd From New 4
Yofk Eh: R
" “I don’t think he will fare much» beétter
than Nnmn if he tries to !mposc his
politics on olr courts. !

“Sir Charles Court ought to c0n51der
not to mterfere, but to come over for the
conservanomsts to protect your water en-
wnonmem and resources.

‘Audacious’

“It’s audaclous to say the conserva-
tionists are a threat to the interests of your
State and nation.

‘““He might better prutect these mterests
by re- negonafmg with the companies a
deal that is not ‘giying away. a national,
natural non-renewable‘resource<for thé
manufacture of-highway litter.

““Most of the alumina from your coun-
try is used to make American beer cans.

1 “Alumina . is a great product, but io

L waste half of your non-renewable off-

i shore gas to refine alumma for beer cans

ap 1s an Qufragesse - -

tr, @ o Sir. Charles Court was - yesterday
Z& unavailable for comment. But departmen-,
#E tal sources say it s unhkely the Premler

n E would even consider being questioned in a

o : foreign court. =

] They say if the government goes to

-a : court it will be represented.

;Ut WA Conservation Council president -

! Neil Bartholomaeus yesterday described
State Government’s moves for possi-

; _ble legal action as “‘irr -
clevam

In Peﬂh ~one of

WA’s leading Queen’s
-Counsels,.  Frank -
Downing, said
~vAmertican courts could

produce ‘‘extraor-

“dinary””  resulte from
_ off-the-cuff cases.

* “The result * could
largely depend on how
| “the. case appeals to the
G Judge on a public relas--
g tions basis rather thana“
legal basis,”” he said..

““That’s why the '_ 3
State Government is -
anxious to get a.resolus
tion through condemn-
‘ing the action.
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Alcoa of Australia does
not believe that the fegal
action. bei undertaken -

Conservation ; Couheil
against the Aluminium

I we  judge the aileg
iltions by the Conserva-
{|tion Council to be a
| |[gross distortion of the
| | Tacts. S

We have had many. in..
quiries from the public
| jseeking information terms of the most strin-;

about the progress of
this class action and ex-

amazement -that West
Bustralians are “deliber.
ately seeking to jeopar-;
dise the lvelihgod of fel-
low West = Australlans
without any

3~ and | their | 28
Jand for the thousands of
jothers who depend on Al
Jcsa for their i,"ba in the
South-West, Perth and
Fremantle,

clags action has .enor-
_jt:ﬁst- for Alcea, but. for
 the
{iheir povernments, A

and the Investment oli-.
mate of this nation.

American
~I say this as an Awmeri-
can citizen on second..
ment to Australia— but
nevertheless as one who
would be just as con-
cerned if ‘an overseas
court was to consider
action against a.

It would seem to Alcoa
‘that some members of
the Conservation Council
geak to overturn deci-
'| gions. g;de within Aus.
tralia By
-behalf of fellow
jans over
years.

Alcoa has said repeated-
11y that decisions govern.
f}ing bauxite mi in
£kthe Darling Range an
¥ falumina protessing have
been made by successive

State governmeiits of the -
dfwo major partlegin WA
Iwith the agreement of-

Austral-
past 20

[|in the U.S) by the WA -

1| Company of America is

|“The principle  of the fFom &~
o 2 e ﬁef";mast
.mous implications; ot

{tralia’s foreign relations:

_domestic U.S. company.
tions

© Australlans on * vietimie:
£NV me

Earlier this week The ‘West Aust
‘report of an address to the Perth
general mangger in WA, on the
action initiated in the U.S. by the
reportydenlt. with possiblé ramifications for ‘the North-West Shelf

Jproject, Here is a substantial account of his address.

ralian published an abbreviated
Press Club by Mr J. Vann, Alcoa’s

implications of the jarrgh class-
‘WA Conservation Council. The

the Fedei‘ai Govérnment
of the day.

Bauxite. mining has
been put to.the test in

ent environmental scru-
ny ever conducted in

‘|lpressing anger and WA

a broad consensus “anA

We believe that there is
‘on this matter. = -
There.is no justification
" the. onservation

: -
the future of tw% f. 'r*'%'.tfbuneﬂ to take this mat.
w/ : ¥ PR

fer outside the Austra-
- parliamentary and
judicial process.

The action of the Con-
servation Counciliis irom-
because it comes
Eroup which in
as been public-
1y opposed, to any Ameri-
can involvement in

Alcoa is not frightened
of environmental scruti-

ny. We believe that this

is a good thing.

Alcoa does not believe
that the U.S. judiciary is
in a position to judge, or

should have any status-

in determining, environ-

ariéntal matters in this

country. :
Future impact
Thers. would class ac-
nis 'of this ty%(;a_ stop if
they succeeded in !
ing the order of the day?
Would WA farmers be

4

cai.\hsle theya_‘;lltl;:lvih caused
salinity—wo' they iry
to cut off the St‘at,eys_ ag-
rieulgux_f;__!rl exports to the
Are uranium producers,
oil seekers and a host of
other: ‘companies with
American connections in

‘Australia, with their bil-

liondollar investments,

Australian Mbp&%invmo pment : of - Austra-

80,
-uxfﬁl%r

eCom-
> om'?'!‘here are many such

'

‘to be taken to court on

class actions in the U.S.
because of some dissi-
dent notion of what is
“good” for the society we
live im. :

Already the leadership
of the = Conservation
Council has indicated it
wants to involve the alu-
minium fndustry in the
Eastern States in similar
class actions.

The implicationg for
Australia’s investment
climate alone are frigh-
tening, considering the
enormous dependence on

- American capital to help

develop Australia’s re-

sources,
The Aluminium Com-
pany of America will vi-

. gorously oppose the class

acion—mnot because of
concern with the proprie-
ty of our Australian op-
Ez;gtm but he;cauise of
ergusg legal pre-
cedent that couidg be es-
tablished in allowing a
jury in America to de-
cide maftlers that are
within the prov-
Australia.

Mature .view

I would like fo make a
plea for more mature
conservationists to be
more frequently reported
in the mews media,

peoplay. whose genuine
contribution over the de-
cadeg i3 reflected in the
ﬂleasant environment we
veg in and the strong en-
vironmental codes
erning our major devel
opment projects.

Such people understand
that a bﬁanoe\ can be
struck between conserva-

between the n

make room for man and
his needs as well as for
trees and animals.

These genuine conserva-
tionists act as a restrain-
ing foree on corporations
and governments—they
are a conscience Wwe can-
not do without,

- They differ from thogé._

callous environmentalists
who have lost their sense
of perspective and who
pusﬁe their particular
views to the detriment of

ntthan mnisdn A8 srinee

gov-

Unfortunately, it is this

narrow-minded faction
which masquerades as
the entire conservation
mo nent which, if un-
checlked, can taint the
movement's reputation.

It is encours; to see
reports that t “%me ﬂo-
ciety is refusing to
over its membership list
to the Conservation
Council in respect of the
class action.

It is equally reassurin
to note the same views of
other prorinent conser-
vationists who oppose
this class action.

U.S. lawyer

The lawyer hired by the

Consérvation Council as

its legal representative

in dthﬁl U.S. recently,
made (=] .ﬂDllOWiﬂg COIm-
ments on  the ABCs

Four Cormerg pro-

gramme;_,

“The American judiclary
system is not going to
tolerate an American-
based, souldegs, state-
less, mnultinational con-
glomerate turning
Australia into a quar-
ry, desiroying cenires
of the forest, increas-
ing the risk of sericus
disease and illness to
people of Perth and
Western Australia,
just to increase the
number of aluminium
beer cans, drink and
bevera, containers.
that litter our high-
ways here in America.

11t is not a few trees, it

is the western half of
an entir® continent. It
is the most critical pro-

tection for s

water supply.”

even the most
tion and 'develo%ne:ient__.;'-,. I think
1 " to

severe critic of Alcoa
would concede that this
man has mnot got his
facts right. Based on
these .comnments, I won-
der whether he has ever
seen a jarrah tree or

visite the Darling:
Range.
Clearing

It iz a matter of record
that in a jaxrah; forest
area thé size of Relgium
(14,600 equare Kkilome-
tres), Alcoa, during the
p‘ast 17 years, h;a':e;

'y
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e

.pact _on.
Renge, =i o0

square kilometres ¢
per cent of the nori
jarrah forest. Of
area, about two-t
has been cleared, n
and progressively
bilitated. "The other
is madeﬁ up of fix
such as buildings.
The current rate
clearing is about 3 5
a year and we &
}g;f to reagh‘gjlgiik‘ﬁ
oannually by i
1990, 7
This is hardly the
ern half of an entire
tinent. In fact the
and eiffects of ba
mining are very
compared to the 1
tiortal land uses, '
on%l vi(;ine- cg a numby
ac es having an
. on. - the "Da

We woul

Be gla

o;,_%f)(:pvit.’ne the Conserv

uncil’s lawyer wi
tour. It would be |
esting to see if he
tell a jarrsh tree
many other euca
that have been plant
our reforestation a
The statement that £
g’.i increasing the ris
disgase S5 O
distams pod toses o
ities is just as ludicr
The fact is that Al
operaticns have r
had any adverse e
on Perth water supj
despite the public
nouncements to the
trary by a few
choose to make thest
supportable commen

The western zone o

jarrah forest where

€oa curTe

classified ‘& .:@-;ﬁﬁ“‘-’-
fall. It has very .
stored in the soil an

streams eld {
watler reg. : ess of
management. or wve
tion cover. . , ..

Bauxite mining does
cause stream galinit
the region. :

As for the comment
the “Soulless, stats
multinational,” I wo

what institutions suc

the WA Institute
Technology, Murds
University, the WA T
tute of ort and
Festival of Perth i
about this. ;

Suppaort

Alcoa’s community
ort for West Aus
ians in the metropol
and south-west areas-
of which is made 1
ible b):_i 1:;1{1- batixite !
ing and aluming

ing—is considepal

i
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ain
' sponsors of the Festwal

For example, Alcoa is #lcoa hag given a com-
the founding sponsor of mitment iot to mine in
the WA Institute of the lower-rainfall eastern
Sport—we are sponsor- zotie until research and
ing this to the extent of trial mining have shown
$150, 00{) over: three years,-th?lte 3ahmty can be cont-

ro

Bauxite mining, power

of Perth and we are con. Beneration and forest
tributing a professorial clearing contribute to the

chair next year at WAIT spread of diel

in chemical engineering,
in addition to E"

forest ecology agthe:Uni-
versity of WA, _'-! o

* We have suppot'ted a
°number of activities  in
*_"”_"'-ﬁle Soutl:l-West et

“Weirespact the
of %}est Aus ans for
the jarrah tree and, th
heritage associated with
this forest. We would
like t0 see a cure found
for jarrah dieback dis-
% fa%%_h't nd- *:feh oing
0 nue to help to
2ot Ay $indy agmﬁirﬂgz
5 ﬂnancmg’ research
“/Ehis aréa

D}eback has been pre-

‘sent for about.
—long before
came.on the scene.
i ie?e’t‘;';?ﬁk ‘ %grrenﬂy tmf
F ou er cent o
rerthig : Dgrt of the
fogia) Earﬁn&ﬁ ¥
coa expects to -rnine for
the next 30 to 50 years.
.., It makes sense to plant a
: ;-E;gfgﬁ derance of
i euca-
rah, which will only s
cumb to disease, al-
though we are contin-
uing to plant some jar-

rah,

Bauxlte mining gener-

ates p significant t of
. the- funding® req

n E:
A

dieback and to unde
extenawe r%forestatlon

unding . a..tacl
research fellowship :in *by

eehngs

e:where Al-

. Ipaintain. - res mto ;
earm

Instgad of the sad Spec
‘a forest ravaged
sback, or replaced
exclu ely in mined

* areas with jarrah trees

with no certainty of
survwal Alcoa is fully

:gﬁze% = Forests

Flourishing

Most of the 1.5 million
£9 . trees Alcoa has
planted under the super-
vision of the Forests De-
partment are flourishing,
the animals peculiar to
the jarrah forest are re-
turning and the under-
N storey is beginning to

come back.

'i)artmrshlp

With the Forests Depart-

ment will maintain much
needed research into die-
back, general forest ecol-
) and substantial em-
ployment for thausands
of people.

Focal point

We have a policy of
_open 1n‘£g§matlénihto thbe
dia_an e pub-
lic “coieeriiing our epnw-
ronmental activities.
l.ast year more than
44,000 West Australians

visited our operations{®

and we expect more this

, year. - :
The South West is rapid- |-

#v becoming one of the
cal
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lian development, spear-
headed by the bauxite-al-
umina industry.

The $320 million Wage-
rup alumina refinery is
scheduled {o come on
stream . next year, even
though we have slowed
the construction as a re-
sult of the softening of

the mtematlonal alumi

nium market..

We have salt which we
export to the chlor-alkali
industry in Japan. We
have natural gas to pro-
vide the ethane feedstock
—and our industry will
ensure that this gas is
iped to the Perth area,
QVe provide a mnatural
market for one of the
major eco-products. .
Regardléss of smelting
developments in.. WA,
there will be a huge mar:
ket for aluminium fluo-
ride in Australia-—and all
of it is currently import-
ed. We obviously have
the alumina hydrate, cne
key produttion input.
There is also available
some fluorisilisic acid,
the other key input. This
iz another industry that
should come into conten-
tion. .
Alcoa  believes  that
there must be a proper
and effective balance be-
tween jcbs and environ-
mental safeguards and I
believe we are sucpgess-
fully demonstratmg thls
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