Strait of Hormuz in the Persian Gulf after intelli-
gence reports indicated Iran was considering military
moves to close the waterway used by tankers carry-
ing a sixth of the Free World's oil supply. Page 4.

h_IevFSpapers in Britain and France are firing nasty,
ethnic jokes across the English Channel in the wake of
protests by French farmers over imports of low-priced

British meat and attacks on British meat trucks. Page 7.
Despite.the usual veil of secrecy around Soviet
leaders’ private lives, a few reports and facts are

emerging about the family of new Communist Part
chief Konstantin U. Chernenko. Page 11. ‘
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time ambition of owning his own landscapinsg
business, his family and friends said. All that, they
say, is why his hanging death early Sunday in the
Nassau County Police detention center in Mineola is
all the more difficult to comprehend. Page 3.

. After a year and a half of planning and negotia-

tions with agencies that control the land, the first
hikers’ footfalls should be heard on the Nassau
County Greenbelt Trail in May. Page 7.

~Almost five years after the Agent Orange law-
suit was filed and less than three months before the
case is scheduled for trial, a feud among veterans’
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- attorneys is erupting publicly, threatening to
hinge the litigation. Page’ 7. '

senet’s ‘Cherubin’ and Wallach on a play
by a Polish expatriate. Part II/21.
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By Dennis Bell .
.. Almost five years after the Agent Orange lawsuit
~was filed and less than three months before the case is
scheduled for trial, a feud among veterans’ attorneys is
erupting, threatening to unhinge the litigation.

Disclosure of the feud has come as the veterans
have won crucial court decisions allowing the suit to be
tried as a class action and permitting the lawyers to
mail letters to more than 150,000 veterans and their
families saying that they may be eligible to join the
suit. But some of the lawyers. fear that many may
choose not to join because of the feud.

On one side is Victor Yannacone Jr. of Patchogue,
the lawyer who filed the first Agent Orange cases. He
faces the committee of lawyers now managing the case
and the committee of lawyers who formerly managed
* it. At issue is whether Yannacone fulfilled his role in
obtaining scientific testimony and whether he received
enough money to perform that task, sy

Mineola attorney Albert J. Fiorella, former chair-
man of the Agent Orange Plaintiffs Management Com-
mittee, has charged that Yannacone threatened to
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advise veterans to withdraw from the case and also
advised veterans’ groups to tell their members not to

join. Fiorella said Yannacone has refused to provide.

other lawyers with hundreds of thousands of docu-
ments needed for the scheduled May 7 trial.

Yannacone refused to respond to Fiorella’s charges,
but he said he is negotiating with members of the cur-
rent management team to resolve some differences of
opinion. In internal memoranda obtained by Newsday,
dated last month, Yannacone bitterly criticized both
management teams for not following his advice and for
not supporting his projects financially.

“My position is that I represent the majority of the
veterans and their families who brought the suit. As
long as they want me to represent them, I will do what I
believe is in their best interests,” Yannacone said in an

interview last Friday. “I will not get involved with pub-

lic discussions about the Byzantine internal workings
of a group of attorneys more concerned with saving
expenses for themselves than helping veterans.”

Chicago attorney Stephen J. Schlegel, a member of -

the new management team, downplayed the impor-

gent Orange Case

tance of the split with Yannacone. “I think it’s much
ado about nothing,” he said. “He had a few rolls of
microfilm documents, I think he may have turned

-sthem over to us already.” But Schlegel did say that
Yannacone might persuade some veterans to with-
. draw from the case. “I think there is a fair number
of people who might listen to him because he started
the litigation.” :

When a group of Long Island lawyers was formed in
April, 1979, to wage legal war with the large firms
hired to defend the chemical companies, Yannacone’s
job was to come up with scientific experts who could
convince a judge and jury that dioxin-tainted Agent
Orange was to blame for a number of serious illnesses
sufferred by the veterans and their families.

Fiorella said that over the years the Long Island
lawyers gave Yannacone $500,000 for travel expenses,
to buy a computer and for the daily management of the
complex suit. Fiorella said Yannacone has repeatedly
complained to federal judicial officials — and threat-
ened to leak to the press — that he wasn’t getting
enough money to run the case properly.




