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Firm Rapped
CHICAGO — A federal judge ha.é ac-
cused a prominent Washington law
firm of ‘‘errant conduct’'’ and

- u“gcavenging’' in asking a 25-percent
fee from individual claimants for what

Checklist

il Fees
uing jor Fees

VE TO FILE a class action fee petitiori?
~e's how attorneys who won $13.5 million

ees in In re Folding Carton, MDL 250 did
Che list was prepared by the fee commit-

in the case and sent to all attorneys for | some lawyers describe as routine

plaintiffs. R = _ mop-op operations in. the folding .

For a discussion of the dgeneral stan- carton litigation.: ‘:owe Soienl WD apniasd

-ds, counsel's attention is directed to the X L

ies of In re Equity Funding Corp. of Arent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin &=~

rerica, 438 F.Supp. 1303 (1977), Grunin v. Kahn was not involved in the litigation

ernational House of Pc.f}ncakes, 513 F.2d - but could end up receiving a fee higher

(Bth Cir. 1975) ; City of Detroit v. Grin- . i B intiffq i =

I Corporation, 495 F.2d 448 (2d Cir. - ;.ha“ ey of tl(’;" o1 ipla“"mm S5

'4); Lindy Bros. Builders Inc. v. LA W a'bore nearly three yeats '

werican Radiator and Standard Sanitary | in the complicated case, sources said.

oration, 487 F.2d 161 (3d Cir. 1973); . s : ! . .
:gman . v. Petersen Coal & Oil Co., 63 The firm offered to process claims A spokesman for the firm said it
3.D. 68¢ (N.D.IIl. 1974); Manual for for hundreds of companies due gaw nothing improper in its action and
mplex Litigation, and the Code of recovery in letters sent to members of it assumed the court would ultimately
ofessional Responsibility of the three trade associations who have an reyiew all fee arrangements to deter-
apeican Bar Assoclation DR 2400, 148 interest in the case. The trade associa- mj is fai

irt has approved the following format - 2 7 ¢ ; mine what is fair and reasonable. The
' the petitions forffees and expe}nses: o tions are clients of the Arent firm.  .gpokesman said the fee was based on
1. A description of petitioner’s clientsin- = . : i i be
iding the approximate size of each g _EV"e b obviougly very disl':f‘esst?d tl;}e lriexpecéatlor:ithatbcil:alr?slwoul_(éen_
ent's purchases of folding cartons. at this kind of scavenging," said challenged anc subsiantal ev:

2. Any fce agreements either written or Judge Hubert L. Will in a hearing tiary hearings would be required.

o] which ounsel hsa witn b clients. 1t | Sept. 15. “Scavenging s the best way ] In comparison to Arent Fox's re-
gnsel from his clierfu for work on any ¢an describe it." .. ' queswd_ 25-percent fee, the plamtlffs
pectt c;]r_l lt}}In ea.se.t p!eda:l: ammt the “You have got a settlement fund attorneys, who logged more than 60,0-
1ount, e iime spent, an € exact ser- z i i .
res for which the fees were received. already .eSta,thhed o » « and. 00 Rours 13 ;he folding cc?.rton c;lset
pies of written fee contracts sheuld be .| somebody is going to charge 25 per- Wwere awarded fess amounting to abou
bmitted with the petitions. Full recita- .- cent for filing a claim form? It is out- 6 percent of the $218 million settle-
l'tl; of ?;lly or;a_lt'agreements should be set “rageous. It is just almost beyond ment. ! d
th in the petitions. - _ belief; and this is a distinguished Some lawyers close to the case sai
3.C lete copies of ritten f - i . ; gu ; ;
ﬂgen‘;g{!‘l}t’, o A eoitoiton ta fell o%“'a?:;r Washington law firm with the former the processing of claims may not re-
al agreement, by and between any head of the Federal Trade Commis- quire the use of a lawyer at all. Clai-
unsel or group of counsel in this litigation sion as one of its senior partners.” mants also could use the service of the
ould be submitted with the petitions. i Earl W. Kintner, chairman of the plaintiffs attorneys with no additional

[.'t;}fg“d'g:f:‘f:;::g:ﬂ?‘;:"fﬁihofé‘élsf'g_ , ’ _ Federal Trade Commission from 1959-  cost to themselves, the lawyers said.
nse vouchers, canceied checks, etec.) of . 61, is a partner in the firm. i

» out-of-pocket disbursements should be

bmitted as part of the fee petition.

5. The petition should consist in the first

rt of a resume of the background and :
alifications of each attorney and _ S ' o | i

~ The Big Money Winners -

ested. A narrative summary of the
neral contributions made by petitioning
m should be included as well as sum-
ary of the work of each attorney and
ralegal in the firm. The petition should
ntify each claimant’s role in the litiga-

n and committees on which attorneys -y \\wyERS in 51 firms are sharing $13.5 million in attorney fees awarded un-- |
b ey ' i ining costs in In re Folding Carton, MDL 250, |
6. The petition should be accompanied - ~ der a unique method of determining costs in In re g n, 250,
complete copies of all daily time reﬁmrds .. in Chicago. Here are the 24 firms who won more than $100,000 in fees:
pt by counsel in MDL 250 for which fees L E . i 5 Fees  Expenses Total
e ht. If counsel desires, all time aw Firm i
:01?3: gmay be fiit:.lcil3 under seal with the s Specks & Goldberg, Ltd. Chicago - $2,092,393 $31,948 $2,124,342
urt with the understanding that such fil- o Sloan & Connelly, P.C. Chicago . . .. 1,735,249 32,191 1,767,441 |
zs will be available to this committee and | e Chestnut & Brooks Minneapolis "+ ™" i : 1,113,920 40,853 1,154,773 |
ch other persons as the court may from ; '« Kohn, Savett, Marion & Graf Philadelphia 800,486 38,668 839,155
ne to time designate. . ‘o Saveri & Saveri San Francisco : - 750,525 33,949 84,474
7. The petition should contain: (a) a. o Freeman, Rothe, Freeman & Salzman Chicago - 700,020 ' 10,265 = — 710,285
mmary of the total hours for each at- * o Bt hiolt. Hokis J : : : ;
ney and paralegal and the total hours for ~ oft, Schrager, Jones, o : — —_— 505. 048
ich compensation is requested; (b) a Weaver & Rubenstein Chicago - - - | : S . & 1810
itement of the applicable hourly rates for * Ferguson & Burdell Seattle s - 805,712 35,958 (941,67
ch attorney and paralegal during the ° Fo!?y & Lardner Wash. D.C. g 493,994 3'5).515 | 530,610
ndency of this case; (c) a calc&zlg.tion of ¢ Lawrence Walner & Assoc., Ltd. Chicago 496,526 11,016 507,542
2 total compensation requested by your e Much, Shelist, Freed, .
'm for each attorney and paralegal at the Danenberg, Ament & Kiger Chicago 453,283 26,227 479,510
é’?ﬁggﬁlﬂo?ﬂy rat?ﬁ; 1(1?; ﬂi?t:}g?{m‘i’ﬁti:ﬁ s Cochrane & Bresnahan Minneapolis 442,707 24,750 | 467,457
nt or mu ' ' “ 3
titioners request; (e)pa statement of the Cooper & Scarpulla and Law Offices . - o it
:al amount requested for each attorney of Josef D. Cooper San Francisco . 405, ' it
d paralegal when the multiplier or incre- e Kendrick, Netter & Bennett Los Angeles : 312,244 33,332 '
ent is factored in; (f) an explanation and s Wald & Wald Chicago ‘ 297,000 10,418 307,418
stification for any multiplier requested. e Litman, Litman, Harris & Specter Piltsburgh 276,287 26,983 803,270
8. The petition should cover the period * Mastor & Mattson Minneapolis’ 191,349 15,719 207,069
»m the beginning of the case until July 15. e Barrack, Rodos & McMahon Philadelphia 187,974 10,067 1987041
rﬁ-rgf;" “;‘f’l“r‘gg t‘; ‘h]e. e"ttg;tsa;ﬁga'ﬂilg « Anderson, Granger, Nagels & Lastelic Kansas City ~ 164,897 17,665 182,562
cords 1¥1 other cont{)r?g:e(:'g:y cases handled X gohcrty. Fumule & Butlee Jdagob b o Bp 022 17?'.'619 i
 petitioners since Jan. 1, 1976. The sum- = Edward A. Berman, Ltd. Chicago 117,160 . 10,003 127,163
ary should include the total amount of * Barry Rubenstein, P.C. Chicago 111,234 9,537 120,771
es requested, the total hours involved, ¢ David Logan-Law Offices Chicago - 100,145 9,000 109,145
wrly rate, time multiplier requested.and — . - . Boss, Reinstein'& Block Chicago 98,648 10,568 109,216

e actual fees awarded by the court. .- i
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By’ Daniel “.gier
' Ghisage Yinune Progs Bervice
SPIUNGFISL--The newest P.”‘usou‘.l millionaires
lare waking taeir monoy through a court case in Llinois
stemming from 3 jrain dopaiiment that sniiled
|- ithousoads of gallons of o polent chemical in north-
1 icontrel Missour, '
Foriy-soven rall wor‘kers have sued the Novlolie &
Western Ral aWL)F o, for domages, o° ving taey sullered
hoples aroblems from the salil The a7 wern foreed 0 g
‘Mgloshing artewd i g foxie »up," ong toicoiogist

iohnrd Lows of Columbic, f\fc., was the first to o
awi oo more Mhea T4 milion s @ seltlement [rom the
acc.dent, waich Qumngd about 20,060 gallons of ortho-

ehlorephenol frors 5 lank ¢ar and caused the ovacuatien

Qt tho 807 regiconts of Shurgeon, .“;ric., more than three
BNTE BEO.
”“We ather men have recoived awcv:‘s totaling $3.9
miliion from the Medison County fury it i o docice
al} 47 svits, _‘ ;

RSEE IPEL !NG 0! the nw‘.zs o s
'md 3 maly ',way Im,:,

gon Coualy, 124 miles
tonl site, fos sliveed
=,...|.>{3' Ccur-.i,y Cirgmit
r3 of the rost

sane 2 sizable business
5 on che Mississippt Ylwver norias
any mjures workers-—gnd their
A m hs ’&adgses‘ r"euv ty

Kadison Teunly,
v 540 Ehera.

W - n-ua;-ﬁﬂ ] Marw 9“'102‘ “J: & :
o Foey cwas deld !a...-\fm'ig threo va-’ eli
ud'm:.;g aliermonn,
<% i1+ vw Gt ncwmr, claimed the acoi-
“lant, and subs 3 o eansed him sueh prebloms
5 loss o mgn .am, rashes, $i0 *saﬂg,,;:f pems and
A he mm. N ,‘a—-’"
Woptons said U found treces ¢ dlox '(" ¥ Substance

vted of CHS soncere-in B bloodstreom sulle

<L comrment on the ca:s'.-. while
o regoh ether plainliils were

: °--..x.t, tre attorney wao ‘z:zc.iu!
i sy o Was rpuvaiebly

: 3

g l’ﬂ e, Caronih Courl elepk of M
wn.‘a ¢'his oifles has opsraied .u. ha

u‘:w*!@'@t ij "f;q:rs bﬂ%

'r:w a.,aumat;w that this s 3 busress iy sl
s wray,? Portell "‘v«id b T O O .t ol vasi ;;.:_.
u..r..m\. Al ne soid, neting na.\L S
AR 3 A U COUILY wuaviy Yl «r Wanl wiads
3G are merseasl ..u' e WS
ALTOrgir e evidence in
mile shrelen b Coiany
othwe derailaesd of the o
+ drenched i chomueniin, i i @
| LAWE WS Rueky R  bved Doysad LG gt ol 20
kL

1

cson Cowly.

lees ang wallie
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SCHLEGEL & TRAFELET, LTD.

ATTORNEYS AT LAw
ONE NORTH LASALLE STREET
CuIcaGo, ILLINOIS 60802

Mr. Victor Yannacone
P.O. Drawer #109
Patchogue, NY 11772
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..._mm.... POSSIBILITY that a common’
weed killer is killing chickens and
perhaps harming humans as well is
under investigation by scientists at the
cﬁqmwm& 'of Illinois Medical Center.

The herbicide, wgﬂn as trichloro-
m&mn& or 2,4,5-T, was a major toxic
compounent of Agent Orange, the
‘chemical used in Sm." Nam to ammo:ms
Esm_m areas..

Dr. John Bederka, aE&. of the tox-
icology section of the University of
Illinois Hospital, said his ggﬁonﬁ

' last fall provided circumstantial evi-
| dence that trichlorophenol is respons-
- 1 | ible for chicken deaths on a Wisconsin
't farm.

According to reports, strong winds
blew the chemical onto the Harold
Freedlund farm accidently in 1971.
Since then, family members have ex-
perienced headaches, skin rashes, loss
of bladder control, mnn 5835& dis-
orders.

ller as rmm:r hazard

leg Ea toe wcsa..ﬂm_&mm. 25 per cent

‘could barely stand, and 15 per cent

died, Bederka said.

“We got a late start on it last
season. We're going to start another
experiment this spring,” he said. “We
want fo trace the chickens from nor-
mal to abnormal.””

If it can be shown that 245T is
indeed the source of the deaths some
eight years after the eriginal contami-
nation, it would be reason enough to
abandon the herbicide, Bederka said.

A contaminant always found in minute
quantities of 2,4,5-T is dioxin, ‘‘the
Eo% deadly ?Won _Easa 8 man,”’ he
sai

bzcn_mm-w >ﬁﬂ<3 ..o_w_aa to ==..
Agent Orange defoliant will be a com-
puterized case-history study of Viet:

- Nam veterans exposed to the chemical
- during the war. Dr. Mitsuo Yokoyama

of the cumemwmmﬁ of Tllinois Medical
Center is setting up the immunological -

screening EomEE for veterans and

their wives.'

f e et study will mugmﬂ medical data

N :::q. >Z ngaﬁuo to -ﬂ_mo
chickens on the farm produced a ma-
jority that either died or became
paralyzed. :
An effort to raise 150 nwmawoum on the
{ mE.E last fall mo_Ea 60 per nnun _Ea

.muoE across the country to determine
_if families of veterans exposed to

Agent Orange have more health prob-
lems, including birth defects, than do

mqonmmo mmﬂmﬁm aon oavam& Ssﬁ
chemical. %




