
§ 9:17. -Testimony of plant pathologist 
·Where there is a generalized state of air pollution in a particular 

regional ecological system, the plant communities will usually demon­
strate the first significant changes in physiological activity. The en­
vironmental advocate must then establish that a substantial change 
in the physiological activity of the principal plant communities in a 
region that is causally related to the existence of specific levels of pol­
lutants in the regional airshed, which levels are the result of defend­
ant's operations, does in fact exist and that this condition should be 
considered indication of serious, permanent and irreparable damage 
to the natural resources of the region. 

The plaintiff's case against Hoerner Waldorf primarily rested on 
substantial evidence of degradation of plant communities within the 
regional airshed in which Hoerner Waldorf had its mill located. 

The plaintiff's principal witness, and the prime mover behind the citi­
zen concern for the mill emissions, was Professor Clarence C. (Clancy) 
Gordon of the University of Montana at Missoula. Dr. Gordon is a 
plant pathologist and the defendants demanded his deposition on the 
plant damage alleged by the plaintiffs. 

Q. Let us turn now, Professor Gordon, to the particular case at 
hand. Will you first give us sort of a general description of the 
investigative work which you have done with respect to the 
subject matter of this particular case? 

A. Yes. I believe my interest was aesthetic at first, in the gases 
being emitted by Hoerner Waldorf, and occurred in 1962 when 
I was spending lots of time along the Clark Fork River in the 
area past Frenchtown and going toward Alberton, and also in 
the early sixties I spent a lot of time collecting needle cast fungi 
in this area, and hunting and so on, and noticed that there was 
quite a bit of necrosis in the area which I did not observe in 
other areas, such as Bass Creek, where I was also collecting. 
However, I didn't bother with it too much because, as I said 
earlier, I was much more interested in needle cast fungi, be­
cause at this particular time I thought fungi was the most 
serious pathogen to coniferous forests. 
































