
By Sarah Jane LaCova

The Suffolk County Bar Association ush-
ered in the new year by hosting its annual ju-
dicial swearing-in and robing ceremony on 
Jan. 13 at Touro Law Center‘s Auditorium 
in the Central Islip, which was fi lled to ca-
pacity with dignitaries, colleagues, families 
and friends. Elena Langan, the dean of Touro 
Law, in her fi rst offi cial duty of the year ad-
dressed the audience.   

The morning’s program was at times hu-
morous and at other times emotional. Col-
leagues, family and friends in the audience 
were treated to anecdotes about the jurists 
from the personal perspectives of family 
members and friends. Suffolk County Bar 
Association President Lynn Poster-Zim-
merman opened the ceremony by welcom-

ing everyone. Then she proudly stated to 
the appointed and newly elected judges that 
their bar association saluted them. Ms. Post-
er-Zimmerman was then relegated to the po-
sition of valet by the presentation of the judi-
cial robes, a traditional gift to the newly eight 
inducted justice and judges. 

The Honorable C. Randall Hinrichs, the 
district administrative judge for Suffolk 
County, presided over the ceremony and Act-
ing County Court Judge and President Elect 
of the SCBA the Honorable Derrick J. Rob-
inson, gave the invocation. His thoughtfully 
crafted prayer demonstrated an understand-
ing on his part of the diffi culties which these 
robed men and women are asked to confront 
on a daily basis.

The Honorable Stephen J. Lynch, former 
Court of Claims Judge, newly elected to a 14 

year term as a Supreme Court Justice, was 
sponsored by his long-time friend Robert 
Plink. Justice Hinrichs administered the Oath 
of Offi ce to Justice Lynch.

Presiding Justice Hinrichs next called up 
Acting Supreme Court Justice Martha L. 
Luft who sponsored her former Principal 
Law Clerk Maureen T. Liccione. She had  
receive a gubernatorial appointment as a 
Court of Claims Judge back in June 2019, 
a long-time member of the SCBA, she was 
part of our annual ceremony. Presiding Jus-
tice Hinrichs administered the Oath of Of-
fi ce to Judge Liccione who will be sitting at 
the state offi ce building.

Supervising Judge of the Family Court, the 
Honorable Judge James F. Quinn, adminis-
tered the Oath of Offi ce to the newly elect-

By Lynn Poster-
Zimmerman 

Happy New Year to 
one and all.  I hope you 
were all able to have 
some rest, enjoy family 
and friends and eat too 
much! Now, as we head 
into the heart of winter, 
and despite the prospect of months of cold 
and digging our cars out to get to court or the 
offi ce, we welcome a new decade, new chal-
lenges and a renewed spirit to continue the 
practice of law and the business of the Suffolk 
County Bar Association. We also start this de-
cade with concerns both home and abroad, 
an upcoming presidential election, and glob-
al issues of political unrest, the world econo-
my, and devastating bush fi res in Australia, to 
name just a few. As attorneys, we are fortunate 
to be in a profession where we can effectuate 
change, maybe not with these pressing issues, 
but perhaps in our own backyard.  

In this new decade, we face the challenge 
of new legislation. As our criminal bench and 
bar are well aware, very signifi cant chang-
es went into effect on Jan. 1, 2020.  There 
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January 2020 
Ethics Game Night – Jeopardy!  
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 5:45 to 8:30 p.m.
Bar center
Earn three ethics CLE credits playing the quiz compe-
tition in which contestants are presented with ethical 
answers and then must phrase their responses in the 
form of a question.

February 2020 
Back to Basics – Negligence A-Z 
Thursday, Feb. 6, 6 to 8:45 p.m.
Bar center
This course will guide you through a negligence trial. 
You will learn a step by step approach that will pro-
vide you with practical skills on case intake, claim 
handling and negotiations. 

March 2020 
Cohalan Cares For Kids
Thursday, March 5, 6 to 8 p.m.
Bar center
Once again EAC Network, in conjunction with the 
Suffolk County Bar Association, is hosting a special 
event to raise awareness and critical funds for the 
Children’s Center. This year we recognize Hon. Gae-
tan B. Lozito (retired) as the 2020 event honoree for 
her longtime dedication to the children and families 
who walk through the center’s doors.

Back to Basics – Federal Criminal Law
Tuesday, March 24, 6 to 8:45 p.m.
Bar center
This course will acquaint you with numerous practice 
tips including release strategies, alternatives to pros-
ecution, discover angles, plea bargaining and agree-
ment suggestions, sentence negotiation tactics and 
much more

Back to Basics - ABS’s of TRUSTS 
Tuesday, April 21, 6 to 7:45 p.m.
Bar center
To trust or not to trust. Anyone with assets should 
consider how their assets will be distributed to their 
heirs and a key tool for an estate plan is trust.

(Continued on page 14)

(Continued on page 22)
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By Carolyn McQuade

The Suffolk Pro Bono Project is pleased 
to honor Peter Connelly as Pro Bono At-
torney of the Month. Peter has been vol-
unteering at Nassau Suffolk Law Services’ 
(NSLS) offices as a pro bono call screener 
for over a year now.  He is an extremely 
dedicated volunteer, who always shows up 
on time, week in and week out, and typical-
ly stays for a full day. He has logged almost 
300 hours of pro bono volunteering in this 
year alone!  

Mr. Connelly’s father was an attorney 
in a personal injury firm, and after Peter’s 
graduation from Drew University, where he 
,majored in political science, he went on to 
law school at Fordham, graduating in 1988.  
After briefly working for a personal injury 
firm in New York City, Peter moved back 
home and went to work with his father.   

Mr. Connelly, Sr. forged his business em-
phasizing personal injuries claims as a re-
sult of construction accidents. The firm was 

renamed Connelly and Con-
nelly after Peter came aboard 
and operated for many years in 
North Babylon. Peter handled 
trials and the firm included sev-
eral other attorneys. 

One of Peter’s most notable 
cases involved a 9-year-old boy 
who suffered a leg amputation 
at a LIRR station. Peter won a 
very large damages action for this little boy, 
and at the time, it was the largest verdict 
ever received in Suffolk County. Peter’s fa-
ther passed away a few years ago and Peter 
is now semi-retired from the practice of law. 

Peter has become a part of our Pro Bono 
team of screeners who return the calls 
from the hundreds of folks who reach out 
to our office on a monthly basis.  We re-
ceive calls for all manner of legal assis-
tance and even some extraneous calls re-
questing non-legal assistance. Every caller 
to the Pro Bono Project gets a callback, no 
exceptions. However, the project’s services 

focus on Chapter 7 bankrupt-
cies, divorce, wills,  and assis-
tance with SSI, SSD and guard-
ianship applications. It falls to 
Peter and the other volunteer 
screeners who show up to our 
office each week to sift through 
the dozens of calls to deter-
mine financial eligibility for 
pro bono services or for one of 

the other services at NSLS. Once financial 
eligibility is determined, they must then es-
tablish how best to meet the caller’s legal 
needs. If pro bono or NSLS services are 
not appropriate or available, our volunteers 
will refer the caller to another agency or the 
Suffolk County Bar Association.   

The screening process is time consum-
ing, especially when our volunteers are in-
terviewing people with disabilities, individ-
uals who are distraught, frightened or angry 
due to family conflict or mounting debt. 
Getting the caller to articulate their needs 
in these situations can be a challenge. Mr. 
Connelly utilizes his strong interviewing 
skills to get the caller to focus and provide 
the information he needs to make an assess-
ment and get to the crux of the legal prob-
lem. He listens patiently and carefully to 
their stories, including the legal difficulties 
they are having. Mr. Connelly finds the vast 
array and complexity of the legal problems 
presented to be interesting and compelling, 
which keeps him involved in the project.    

As a child in a large family, one of eight 
siblings, Peter is used to being part of a team. 
His family team now includes 24 nieces and 
nephews. He is a very proud uncle. 

Like many of our honorees, Peter did 
not have a straight trajectory to becoming a 
lawyer. He dabbled as a chef for about elev-
en years, working mostly in seafood restau-
rants on Fire Island, Long Island and in 
New Jersey. His restaurant work “brought 
home the bacon” through college and law 
school. And now it is just a sideline but 

Peter still really loves to cook. Peter also 
loves to sail along the shores of our beau-
tiful South Shore. He has a small sailboat 
named Molly that he keeps on a trailer. 
However, during the more suitable seasons 
he can be seen cruising and racing his 26-
foot sailboat, Grace, a 1965 classic, that he 
docks at the Bay Shore Yacht Club.  

Peter says, “I’ve always wanted to use 
my law degree and training to help peo-
ple, and volunteering at NSLS allows me 
to do that.” It is stalwart volunteers like Pe-
ter who assist in the detangling and prior-
itizing of these issues. We are so grateful 
for his expertise and his loyal and dedicated 
assistance. In gratitude for his outstanding 
service, he is being honored as Pro Bono 
Attorney of the Month.

The Suffolk Pro Bono Project is a joint 
effort of Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, 
the Suffolk County Bar Association and 
the Suffolk County Pro Bono Foundation. 
These agencies have joined resources with 
the goal of providing free legal assistance 
to Suffolk County residents who are deal-
ing with economic hardship. Nassau/Suf-
folk Law Services is a non-profit civil le-
gal services agency, providing free legal 
assistance to Long Islanders, primarily in 
the areas of benefits advocacy, homeless-
ness prevention (foreclosure and eviction 
defense), access to health care and services 
to special populations such as domestic vi-
olence victims and the disabled. The pro-
vision of representation is prioritized based 
on financial need and funding is often in-
adequate in some areas. Furthermore, there 
is no funding for the provision of matrimo-
nial or bankruptcy representation. As such, 
the demand for pro bono assistance is very 
great particularly in these areas. If you are 
an attorney and you would like to volun-
teer, please contact the Nassau/Suffolk Law 
Services Pro Bono Project Coordinator, 
Carolyn McQuade, Esq., at (631) 232-2400 
ext. 3325.  

Pro Bono Attorney of the Month Peter Connelly

DECEMBER PRO BONO 
WARRIORS

We thank these generous and committed attorneys who accepted 
a pro bono case from the Pro Bono Project at Nassau/Suffolk Law 

Services last month!

Leif Rubinstein/Touro Law Center Bankruptcy Clinic

If you would like to join this elite team of volunteers, calls 
us to find out how you can help.  Case acceptance is always 

voluntary. Thanks to the SCBA and Suffolk Academy of Law, you 
will receive CLE credit and a voucher for a CLE course. Please 

contact Carolyn McQuade (631) 232-2400 ext. 3325.

Peter Connelly

CYBER

Should Lawyers use password ‘managers?’
By Victor Yannacone, Jr.

Password managers make it 
easy to use strong, unique pass-
words everywhere and help protect 
you from imposter websites trying 
to “phish” your password.

Password managers store your 
login information for all the web-
sites you use and help you log into them au-
tomatically. They encrypt your password da-
tabase with a master password which will be 
the only one you have to remember.

Don’t reuse passwords!
Password reuse is a serious problem be-

cause of the many password leaks that oc-
cur each year, even on large websites. To 
prevent a password leak on one site from 
compromising your accounts on other 
sites, you need to use unique, strong pass-
words on every website — long, unpre-
dictable passwords that contain numbers 
and symbols.

Using a password manager 
After you have logged into your 

password manager with your mas-
ter password (the only one you will 
have to remember), just log into a 
website and your password man-
ager will automatically fill in the 
data for you. You don’t have to re-
member what email address, user-
name, and password you used for 

that website. It can also be configured to au-
tomatically fill information like your address, 
name, and email address into web forms.

When you create a new account, your pass-
word manager will offer to generate a secure 
random password for you’ 

Browser-based password managers 
aren’t ideal

Although the major web browsers — 
Chrome, Firefox, Internet Explorer, and 
others — all have integrated password man-
agers they can’t compete with dedicated 
password managers. 

A dedicated password manager will store 

your passwords in an encrypted form, help 
you generate secure random passwords, of-
fer a more powerful interface and allow you 
to easily access your passwords across all the 
different computers, smartphones and tablets 
you use.

Password managers to use
A variety of password managers are avail-

able. Here are the most popular but when de-
ciding which to choose you will need to con-
sider what features are more important to you.

Dashlane1 operates on almost every plat-
form — Windows, OS X, iPhone, iPad, and 
Android with extensions for every browser, 
and features like a security dashboard that 
analyzes your passwords and an automatic 
password changer that can change your pass-
words for you without having to deal with it 
yourself. It is free to use on a single device 
but requires a paid upgrade to sync your pass-
words between multiple devices. 

Dashlane lets you choose to keep all of 
your passwords locally on your computer, 
rather than in a cloud. If you do choose to 

sync your passwords using the cloud, they 
are AES encrypted.

LastPass2 is a cloud-based password man-
ager with extensions, mobile apps and even 
desktop apps for all the browsers and operat-
ing systems. It offers a variety of two-factor 
authentication options and stores your pass-
words on LastPass’s servers in an encrypted 
form. The LastPass extension or app locally 
decrypts and encrypts them when you log in, 
so LastPass couldn’t see your passwords if 
they wanted to. 

KeePass3 is a popular desktop application 
with browser extensions and mobile apps. It 
stores your passwords on your computer and 
is open-source, however, you have to sync 
passwords between your devices manually. 

1Password4  and Bitwarden5 are other 
open source alternatives to KeePass. 

On modern devices, you can also unlock 
your password manager vault with biomet-
ric authentication like Face ID or Touch ID 
on iPhones.

While you do have to place some trust in 
(Continued on page 25)

viCtor Yannacone, Jr. 
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whatever password manager you choose, us-
ing a password manager is more secure than 
the alternatives. 

Your master password
The master password which controls ac-

cess to your entire password manager da-
tabase, has to be particularly strong. It’s 
the only password you’ll need to remem-
ber. You may want to write down the mas-
ter password and store it somewhere really 
safe.  You can change this password later, 
but only if you remember it. If you lose 

your master 
password, you 
won’t be able 
to view your 
saved pass-

w o r d s 

which is why no one else can either.
After installing a password manager, you 

can start changing your existing website 
passwords to more secure ones the next time 
you visit each site. 

Peace of mind when logging in
Your password manager doesn’t just 

make it faster to enter your credentials while 
browsing the web. It gives you peace of mind 
while it goes about its job.

If you’re signing into your email online, 
you don’t need to double-check the domain 
before typing your username and password. 
You know that if your password manager is 
offering to fi ll your credentials automatical-
ly, it’s already checked that the domain is a 
match with the one saved in your database.

This works on smartphones, too. Use your 
password manager to enter credentials and 
you’ll be protected from phishing on the mo-
bile web too.

How a password manager helps pro-
tect you

If you use a password manager you have 
additional protection against phishing as long 
as your password manager automatically fi lls 
your credentials.

If you save a login for a website like your 
bank or credit card, your password manager 
will remember it and offer to automatically fi ll 
it in for you when you log on. If you end up 
on a phishing website that looks like your in-
tended website, your password manager won’t 
offer to enter your credentials. Your password 
manager doesn’t fall for the disguised URL. 
When your password manager refuses to com-
plete a login you shouldn’t either.

Note: Victor John Yannacone Jr. is an ad-
vocate, trial lawyer, and litigator practicing 
today in the manner of a British barrister by 
serving of counsel to attorneys and law fi rms 
locally and throughout the United States in 
complex matters. He has been continuous-

ly involved in computer science since the 
days of the fi rst transistors in 1955 and ac-
tively involved in design, development, and 
management of relational databases. He pi-
oneered in the development of environmen-
tal systems science and was a cofounder of 
the Environmental Defense Fund. He can 
be reached at (631) 475–0231, or vyanna-
cone@yannalaw.com, and through his web-
site https://yannalaw.com.

1 https://www.dashlane.com/lp/
search?utm_source=adwords&utm_cam-
paign=US_Search_Brand_Exact&utm_medi-
um=15594053097&utm_term=Dashlane&g-
clid=EAIaIQobChMIguHjpc_K5gIVRR6tBh3h-
1gEWEAAYASAAEgIUQPD_BwE
2 https://www.lastpass.com/get-premium?&g-
clid=EAIaIQobChMIqd6x6M7K5gIVkeNkCh1a-
WAJ2EAAYASAAEgJ5_PD_BwE
3 https://keepass.info/
4 https://1password.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI-
3a6FxtDK5gIVGP5kCh3QJwJYEAAYAiAAEgIM-
DPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
5 https://bitwarden.com/

Cyber (Continued from page 12)

have been separated from their batterer and is 
in the process of seeking sole custody. 

Treating batterers 
Treatment programs have also been devel-

oped for batterers. Some treatment is based 
on a solution-focused/strengths perspective 
(SFSP), whereas others may be based on a 
feminist-cognitive/behavioral perspective 
(FCBP). A SFSP assumes that the batterer 
has strengths and abilities. Thus, treatment 
involves a focus on solutions and strengths, 
utilizing language of strengths and successes, 
accountability for solutions, defi ning goals, 
present and future orientation, a collabora-
tive therapeutic relationship and utilization of 
strengths and exceptions. On the other hand, 
FCBP assumes that the batterer has behavior-
al and cognitive skills defi cits, negative self-
talk and patriarchal beliefs. Therefore, treat-
ment involves a focus on confrontation to 
take responsibility, direct education about vi-
olence, consciousness-raising (e.g. resocial-
ization towards gender equality), and skills 
training (e.g. anger management, confl ict 
resolution, stress management) (Lee, Uken, 
& Seybold, 2004). 

Preventing domestic violence
Gender inequality, patriarchy, and men’s 

power over women create an environment 
that accepts violence against women. Thus, 
women from all over the world experi-
ence DV. Mahserijian (2016) argued that 
although the government has the power to 
help combat DV, it plays a role in perpetu-
ating it. This is due to the fact that there is 
an absence of legislation, insuffi cient legis-
lation and failure to enforce existing legisla-
tion. To support her argument, she explained 
how the United States has continually re-
fused to ratify Convention on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW), which seeks to end all 
forms of discrimination against women. 

There are, however, ways that the United 
States has shown that they are committed to 
protecting victims of DV. For example, spe-

cifi cally in New York, reforms such as the 
bail reform law, effective in January 2020, 
will eliminate money bail in nearly all mis-
demeanors and non-violent felonies. There 
are, however, nine category of offenses for 
which judges may still set bail, three 
of which include DV cases: (1) 
criminal contempt where 
there is an alleged vi-
olation of an order 
of protection and 
the protected par-
ty is in a domes-
tic relationship, 
(2) sex offens-
es, and (3) wit-
ness tampering 
or intimidation. 
By keeping bail 
for DV cases, New 
York shows that 
they are committed to 
protecting possible vic-
tims of DV.  

Fulu et al. (2013) recommended 
seven ways to combat DV: (1) Changing so-
cial norms related to the acceptability of vio-
lence against women, (2) promoting non-vi-
olent masculinities oriented towards equality 
and respect, (3) addressing child abuse and 
promoting healthy families, (4) working with 

young boys to address early ages of sexual 
violence perpetration, (5) promoting healthy 
sexuality for men and addressing sexual en-
titlement, (6) ending exemption of punish-
ment for men who rape, (7) and developing 

interventions that respond to the spe-
cifi c patterns of violence in each 

context. 
Overall, in order to 
make an informed 

recommendation 
concerning custo-
dy arrangements 
when there are 
allegations of 
DV, custody 
evaluators need 
to not only inter-

view and observe 
all parties but rely 

on corroborating 
sources such as police 

reports as well. Custo-
dy evaluators should also be 

aware of the risk factors associat-
ed with batterers and how women in certain 
cultures are particularly at risk of DV due to 
differences in cultural values and norms. If 
allegations of DV are found to be true, vic-
tims should be provided treatment and batter-
ers should be ordered to treatment. It is also 

important that the therapists work collabora-
tively with the child’s best interest in mind.

Note: Dr. Robert Goldman is a Licensed 
Psychologist and attorney. He spent 14 years 
working for Suffolk County as a Supervising 
Psychologist for Probation, County Mental 
Hygiene Services and Riverhead and Yaphank 
Jails. In his capacity as a supervising psy-
chologist, he conducted extensive court eval-
uations, provided psychological treatment 
and developed restorative justice programs. 
He has co-authored the book,  “No Room for 
Vengeance in Justice and Healing.” He cur-
rently has a private practice where he con-
ducts psychological forensic evaluations 
and court-ordered treatment. He is a mem-
ber of the Suffolk County Bar Association 
and is co-chair of the Neuroscience and the 
Law Committee. He is also a member of 
the Lawyers Helping Lawyers Committee. 
He has lectured for the Nassau and Suffolk 
County Bar Associations on numerous psy-
chological and legal topics.

Note: Jannet Nguyen is pursuing her mas-
ters at John Jay in forensic mental health 
counseling.

Domestic Violence in Child Custody Disputes (Continued from page 8)
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