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BAR EVENTS

SCBA Annual Holiday Party
Friday, Dec. 14, from 4 to 7 p.m.
Great Hall, Bar Center

Join your colleagues in ringing in the hol-
idays at this festive party which includes
refreshments and live entertainment. For
further information call the bar.

Annual School Law Conference
Friday, Dec. 8, 8:30 a.m. to 2:50 p.m.
Sign-in and continental breakfast
begins 8 a.m.
Great Hall, Bar Center

Presented by the Suffolk and Nassau
Academies of Law and the Education Law
Committees of the Suffolk and Nassau
County Bar Associations. The conference
is for attorneys, school administrators,
school board members, teachers, represen-
tative of school bargaining groups, par-
ents, and others with an interest in educa-
tion law covers legal topics of importance
to the school community. 5.5 credits in
professional practice will be awarded to
attorneys. For more information, or to reg-
ister, nicolette@scba.org, (631)234-5588.

Swearing in & Robing Ceremony
Monday, Jan. 14 at 9 a.m.
Touro Law Center
225 Eastview Drive, Central Islip
Join us to honor our distinguished mem-
bers of the Judiciary at their Swearing-in
ceremony.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

SCBA’s Judiciary Night a Big Success
____________
By Laura Lane

This year more people came to
Judiciary Night than in years past,
which may be a testament to the popu-
larity of the event. But also, it’s more
than likely indicative of the culture of
the Suffolk County Bar Association,
which encourages collegiality and is
committed to a strong relationship
with Suffolk County’s judiciary. Held
at the Watermill on Sept. 26, it was an
elegant affair that included a cocktail
hour that enabled attorneys and judges
to mingle, before being served a deli-
cious dinner.

SCBA President Justin Block’s wel-
come confirmed what so many believe.
“This is our chance to celebrate our
relationship with the bar and bench,”
he said, “which gets better and better
every year.”

The special guests for the evening
were Town Justices Hon. Andrea H.
Schiavoni and Hon. Allen M. Smith,
who received mementos for their dedi-
cation to the judiciary system in
Suffolk County.

Kaitlyn Pickford, Outreach

Coordinator, Town & Village Courts
Liaison, at the District Administrative
Judge’s Office was awarded the
Honorable Alan D. Oshrin Award of
Excellence.

“Kaitlyn is the face of the court and
does such a fantastic job,” said the
Hon. C. Randall Hinrichs, District
Administrative Judge of the Suffolk
County Courts. “She always receives
high praise. I couldn’t find a more
deserving honoree.”

Mr. Block added that Ms. Pickford
made it easy to make the public service
video “Another Night,” which was
inspired by the 1993 film made by the
Suffolk County Bar Association and
the Suffolk Academy of Law called
“One Night.” The Association plans to
have the film, which addresses the
growing opioid epidemic, distributed
to the school districts and community
groups throughout Suffolk County.

Mr. Block thanked Ms. Pickford for
her efforts, adding that it was “such a
pleasure working with her.”

Ms. Pickford was visibly moved
when she accepted her award. “It is a
pleasure to come to work every day

and work with all of you,” she said. “I
really enjoy it.”

Note: Laura Lane, the Editor-in-
Chief of The Suffolk Lawyer, is an
award-winning journalist who has
written for the New York Law Journal,
Newsday and is a Senior Editor at the
Long Island Herald publications.

_____________
By Justin Block

I have spent the last several columns
talking about all the things the Bar
Association does, and continues to do, for
our members, as well as the things we
intend to work on to make our lives easi-
er. So, I thought it was time to give our
membership just a glimpse of what your
Bar Association, and some of our mem-
bers, do for the community at large.

First, and with a nod to personal, presi-
dential and podium privilege, is our public
service video entitled “Another Night.” This
latest effort was inspired by the 1993 film
made by the Suffolk County Bar
Association and the Suffolk Academy of
Law called “One Night,” which followed
the journey of an underage DWI, from party
to a crash involving a fatality, arrest and
legal proceedings, up through trial of the
matter. Our members were the “actors,”

playing parts with
which they were well-
acquainted: Jeff Weeks
played the prosecutor,
Steve Kunken played
the defense attorney,
and my father, Ira
Block, played the
judge. “One Night”
won a number of awards and everyone
involved was rightly and immensely proud.

Last summer, I was given a copy of “One
Night” by Harvey Besunder, who was pres-
ident of the SCBA at the time it was
made. Not coincidentally, Harvey was a
very close friend of my father and a men-
tor, confidant and surrogate father to many
of us. It was during that conversation with
Harvey that I thought it might be time to
update “One Night” to address the growing
opioid epidemic. With that, “Another
Night” was born, with the idea that it be dis-
tributed to all of the school districts and,
hopefully, community groups throughout
Suffolk County to be shown to middle and
high school students.

In short, “Another Night” is the story
of a 19-year-old brother and 14-year-old
sister who are given legitimate prescrip-
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Justin Block

The Honorable Allen M. Smith, the Riverhead
Town Justice, was an honoree at Judiciary
Night. He received a memento for his continued
dedication to the justice system.

Looking Outward

(Continued on page 31)
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PERSONAL INJURY

LGBTQ

Cory Morris

Christopher Chimeri
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(Continued on page 30)

HELTH AND HOSPITALS

CYBER

James G. Fouassier
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Blocking Malware (Continued from page 14)

increased 432 percent in 2017.
Because there are well-documented

workarounds to many of PowerShell’s
built-in restriction options, consider
whitelisting via Microsoft’s
AppLocker to limit PowerShell to a
select group of power users only.

Use endpoint protection that
improves on antivirus. The majority
of successful attacks on small and
mid-size businesses happen despite
AV being installed. As attacks
become more sophisticated and crim-
inals take advantage of a growing
number of workarounds, investment
in antivirus solutions is generating
diminishing returns.

Consider purchasing and imple-
menting new endpoint options which
can block not only malware, but the
underlying activities and exploit tech-
niques criminals rely on to launch
their attacks regardless of where or
how they start and stop them in real-
time before any damage is done.

Secure RDP. Remote Desktop
Protocol connections are commonly
used where outside the office IT sup-
port needs to gain access and control
over a machine in order to investigate
problems and resolve issues.

When setup and secured properly,
RDP can be a very effective tool. But
when exposed to the wider internet, it
can also be a beacon for cybercrimi-
nals with access to scanning tools
which identify systems with open
ports exposing RDP.

Cybercriminals can bypass this step
and purchase access to previously
compromised RDP servers, directly

via thriving underground dark web
marketplaces. SamSam, the ran-
somware that crippled the city of
Atlanta, was distributed via RDP.
● Restrict access to RDP behind

firewalls and by using an RDP
Gateway and/or VPNs.

● Secure RDP accounts with unique
and complex passwords. Better yet,
use two-factor authentication, too.

● Limit the number of users with
access to RDP to only those who
really need it.

● Apply a lockout policy as an addi-
tional layer of protection against
brute-force attacks.

These suggestions won’t protect you
and your firm from every attack, but
they will help you thwart the majority
of malware campaigns you’re most
likely to face. Covering these basics
will significantly reduce your risk.

Note: Victor John Yannacone Jr. is an
advocate, trial lawyer, and litigator
practicing today in the manner of a
British barrister by serving of counsel to
attorneys and law firms locally and
throughout the United States in complex
matters. He has been continuously
involved in computer science since the
days of the first transistors in 1955 and
actively involved in design, development,
and management of relational databas-
es. He pioneered in the development of
environmental systems science and was
a cofounder of the Environmental
Defense Fund. He can be reached at
(631) 475–0231, or vyannacone@yan-
nalaw.com, and through his website
https://yannalaw.com.
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